Loving like Ruth
But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if anything but death separates you and me.” When Naomi realized that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her. Ruth 1:16-18

The story of Ruth is usually well-known and well-loved. Ruth was a Moabite girl who married into Naomi’s family. Naomi and her husband Elimelech were Israelites from Bethlehem, who had moved to Moab with their sons Mahlon and Chilion, because of famine.

After ten years, all the men in the family had died, leaving Naomi with two daughters-in-law who were Moabites, foreigners. Naomi realises it is time to go home to Bethlehem and asks her daughters to return to their families. Neither wishes to go, but eventually Orpah does go home and Ruth refuses to leave.

The words from the passage above are Ruth’s to Naomi. They demonstrate Ruth’s love for her mother-in-law. She will go to an unknown land, where she will be an outsider, where they have different customs and worship a different God. If you have ever moved to a new area or a new country, you may have some idea how she feels. It is a brave move and one that shows the depth of her love for Naomi.

Q – What would you do for someone you love?
Q – Is there anything that you wouldn’t do for them?

Ruth’s love is selfless and giving. This continues when they move to Bethlehem. Ruth goes to work in the fields to support them both and follows Naomi’s instructions around Boaz, even though it could put her in danger. Ruth’s love for Naomi and what she is willing to do for her is an echo of how much God loves us and what God is willing to do for us.
God is willing to come to earth as one of us, live among us, be treated as one of us, suffer like one of us and died for us. In John’s gospel we read:
“This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”

John 15:12-13
Q – God loves us so much that he laid down his life for us. How does that make you feel?
Q – What is your response to such love?

